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To encourage and support all women in their communities
GO TO SHEET – as at July 2024
Information you need to know about our organisation 
FOUNDER -
 Miss A.E. Jerome Spencer OBE
PATRON- 
Her Excellency the Honourable Dame Cindy Kiro
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Jude Vaughan
President

Adrienne Allen
Vice President, Honorary Finance Officer, Barbara Wood Trustee
Jessie Hopkinson 
Vice President, Honorary Secretary, Barbara Wood Trustee and Trustee of the Mealing Estate Trust
NATIONAL OFFICE

Physical address:
Level 4, 26 Brandon Street, Wellington 6011
Postal address:
PO Box 137, Wellington 6140
Mobile 027 766 1584
Executive Officer
Colleen Dryden



exec@wi.org.nz

Affiliation Fees: 
$49.00 



$24.50 for junior membership 18 years and under



AIMS: The main object of the NZ Federation is to provide an organisation for the purpose of enabling women to take an active part in the life of the community and its development.

BARBARA WOOD MEMORIAL FOUNDATION (TRUST): Established in 1980 to commemorate the work of Mrs Barbara Wood, for Dominion President, WI. At the time of her death on Mt Erebus she was World Vice President of ACWW.  Contributions to the Foundation were made by Societies in the South Pacific Area and individuals. The Trust was administered by a committee for four appointed by the National Coordinating Committee of Mesdames A. Kerr, J. Hutton, V. Tarrant and J. Roberts. In 1987-88 the Foundation became administered by a sub-committee of the National Coordinating Committee. In 1999 the new Barbara Wood Memorial Trust was set up as a formal entity and administration to be carried out by a sub-committee of the W.I. National Executive Committee.

CONFERENCE: First held in Wellington in 1930 with Miss Ann Jerome Spencer in Chair. Name changed to ‘Annual General Meeting’ in 2022. In 2024 a new Constitution gave all members the opportunity to vote rather than delegates only.
EXECUTIVE OFFICER: Formerly titled National Secretary/Treasurer changed in 2003. This is a salaried position.

FOUNDERS DAY: 21st February (National Day) to commemorate first meeting of WI in New Zealand at Rissington in 1921. Memorial gates donated by the five Hawkes Bay Federations and Poverty Bay Federation were unveiled by national President Mrs Avelda Howie at the entrance to the Rissington Cemetery on Founders Day 1996 to mark 75 years of WI. 2007 became our National Day.
GOLD HONOURS AWARD:  These were approved by the Dominion Executive Committee in 1936. In 1936 at an AGM in Dunedin a Gold Badge of Honour was presented to Miss Ann Elizabeth Jerome Spencer. Some Federations presented gold service badges, but this was a Federation award not a national one. Gold Honours Badges have been presented annually to up to five members who have given outstanding service to WI. In 1984 it was passed at an AGM that the number be increased to no more than eight and in 1985 eight Gold Honours Badges were presented at the AGM in Dunedin. It returned to the ‘up to five’ in 2011.
INSTITUTE OR W.I: A group of members in an area. Entirely its own identity, but responsible to their Federation.

JEROME SPENCER, MISS ANN ELIZABETH: Founder of WI movement in New Zealand having observed its benefits while living in Great Britain during World War One. Miss Spencer had been Principal of Napier Girls High School.
MEALING ESTATE TRUST: A legacy left by Mr and Mrs Mealing providing grants and scholarships to W.I. members and whanau of members for activities in the fine arts.
MOTTO: For Home and Country.
NAME: The New Zealand Federation of Women’s Institutes Incorporated.

PATRON: Governor General or wife of Governor General.
RISSINGTON: Where the New Zealand organisation began.

SUBSCRIPTION: Paid by members and allocated through affiliation fees to federations and national as determined by vote at AGM.

TABLECLOTH: Presented by Eastern Bay of Plenty Federation to mark the Golden Jubilee of WI in New Zealand. Each panel has name of each Institute in each Federation at the time of the Jubilee.

WEBSITE: Developed in 2004 the website has all events and general information about WI. www.wi.org.nz is the address


Facebook - 

Our Charities registration number: CC 23683

Our Incorporated Society number: 215709  

Our New Zealand Business Number: 9429042681502
DATES TO NOTE

February 
Challenge Trophy

March

Members affiliation fees due

May 

South Pacific Fund month

May 

National AGM

August
Medical Research month

September 
Sustainability month
October
W.I. Awareness month
November
International month
December
Membership lists due and the end of our financial year
